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11 Years Ago (2009) Created MARCO: 
5 State Governors’ Agreement

1. Promotion of Offshore Renewable Energy

2. Ocean Habitat Protection

3. Ocean Water Quality

4. Regional Climate Adaptation



2010 Created MARCO Ocean Data Portal





2011-15 Implemented 1st Section 309 
5-Year Virginia CZM Ocean Strategy

Thought 
we’d 
create a 
Virginia 
Ocean 
Plan



2012 Recreational Use Data



Vetted “Communities at Sea” Fishing Maps



Vetted “Communities at Sea” Commercial 
Fishing Maps



2012-15 Created Whale Data: 
Grant to VA Aquarium



2013 Mid-Atlantic Regional Planning Body 
is established to create a Mid-Atlantic Plan



2015 CZM Receives $236k grant from 
BOEM & DMME for Fisheries Planning in 
and around Virginia’s Wind Energy Area



2016 -2020 Implemented 2nd Section 309 
5-Year CZM Ocean Strategy – to support 

Mid-Atlantic Plan

$110k/year for stakeholder coordinator and ocean data 



2016 CZM Grant to to VCU for Research on 
Electromagnetic Effects on Fish



2016 (Dec) Mid-Atlantic Ocean Action Plan 
Approved by Obama Administration



2018 Trump EO 13840 revokes 2010 
Obama EO on Regional Ocean Planning

MARCO creates “MACO” 
Mid-Atlantic Committee on the Ocean to re-engage federal 

agencies, tribes and fishery management council



2018-19 CZM Funds “Fish Through Time”

Animated maps of core abundance of 17 fish species  over 
time and future projections.



2019-20 CZM helps fund wind siting tool

Tool allows you to draw a polygon and receive reports of 
marine life relative abundance in that area. 



2019 and 2020 NOAA Grants to MARCO to 
Improve Fisheries and Wildlife Data



2019-20 CZM funds development of GLDs 
for Federal Consistency Purposes



2,600 MW 
from about 
186, 14MW 
turbines by 

2026 

Summer 2020 1st Two Turbines in Federal 
Waters & Dominion Files COP in Dec 2020 



2021-25: 3rd CZM Ocean Strategy

• Develop a Virginia Ocean Plan
• $183k/year for 5 years
• NOAA-approved
• Includes stakeholder 

engagement in :
• Policy development 
• ID of additional OSW lease area(s), 

offshore aquaculture areas and 
potential conservation areas in 
support of 30% by 2030 goal

• Refinement & implementation of VA 
ocean acidification plan

• Incorporation of marine 
mammal/sea turtle conservation 
plans



https://www.deq.virginia.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/8346/
637540014441970000

Year One October 2021 – September 2022



Questions?


