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Project Goal & Vision

Minimize/mitigate the impact of wind energy siting 
decisions in the Commonwealth of Virginia on US military 
readiness and enable the development of diverse energy 
sources to supply the power needs of individuals and 
businesses.

A set of processes, supporting tools, and training which 
enable organizations planning or considering the siting of 
wind energy projects in the Commonwealth of Virginia, to 
develop their projects in a way that mitigates the impact 
on military readiness, operations, and research activities. 



Scope of Solution

• Develop processes to achieve the project goals, integrating 
current DoD and Coast Guard procedures with those of the 
Commonwealth

• Develop recommended policy and regulatory/ ordinance 
changes required for the success of the solution

• Develop a tool will enable a user to identify the impacts and 
mitigation considerations for any location in the 
Commonwealth of Virginia.

• Establish outreach and training program to inform and 
educate the various stakeholders as to the processes and 
tools, along with how to use them.

• Develop business model and recommendations for how the 
system will be maintained and sustained into the future.



Key Findings from Discovery

• Main user personas are Developer, Military, and Government
• There are multiple development cases, each having different 

permitting leads and supporting agencies
• There is a mixture of regulations, laws, agencies and other 

requirements that are not always clear
• Defense tends to be buried in the process
• Steps and coordination are missed or not done in a timely fashion
• Large need for information and education



Design Approach

• Assist Commonwealth with harmonizing approach to wind energy 
development

• Provide clarity by making processes transparent
• Leverage extant resources – be additive to work already done
• Provide a place where wind energy developers interested in projects in 

Virginia can come to learn and be facilitated through the process
• Provide state agencies and municipalities aid in tracking of permitting 

and site information
• Create process to ensure the DoD receives information in a timely 

manner, can provide input to the permitting/development process, 
and is aided in tracking developments and installations.

• Create an extensible framework which can easily add other states 
wind development, or other renewables



WindSite – Start Screen



Initial Developer Screen



Project Types



Different Requirements for Each Type



Guide User Through Standard Action 
Series



Provide Context Sensitive Mapping Data



Provide Contextual Access to External 
Support Sites



Future Plans

Complete 1.0 in December (Current effort)
• Launch 10 December 2021
Version 2.0
• Add capabilities to 1.0
• Start addition of other states
• Start expansion into solar
Recruit participation from Smart Power Agreement states and 
others




