
• 8 states sent letter to BOEM 
requesting they develop 
guidance for mitigating and 
compensating fisheries 
impacts (VA, NJ, NY, CT, RI, 
MA, NH, ME) 

OSW & Fisheries Mitigation & Compensation

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In this session we’ll address the challenges facing our increasingly busy ocean and some of the successful collaborations formed to address these challenges. 



Main Points in letter – BOEM should:
• *Ensure per NEPA, avoidance and minimization of 

impacts to fisheries

• *Use best available data to determine effects on fisheries 
in creation of a mitigation framework

• *Identify future data & monitoring needs 

• *Consider mechanisms for compensating for impacts

• *Develop an approach for managing and distributing 
funds

•



BOEM Issued RFI on Nov 22 2021
Comments due Jan 7, 2022

https://www.regulations.gov/document/BOEM-2021-0083-0001

https://www.regulations.gov/document/BOEM-2021-0083-0001


BOEM updating states on Dec 16 meeting

BOEM scheduled 7 sector specific Workshops around the country to help them develop guidance for 
preparing plans and environmental reviews for offshore wind projects that will help avoid, minimize or 
mitigate impacts on commercial and recreational fishing.
https://www.boem.gov/renewable-energy/fishing-industry-communication-and-engagement

Dec 1 East Coast Workshop on Clams and Scallops
Dec 2 East Coast Workshop on Mobile Gear/Mixed Trawl/Pelagic
Dec 6 East Coast Workshop on Fixed Gear
Dec 7 Recreational Fishing Workshop
Dec 14 Developers Workshop 

https://www.boem.gov/renewable-energy/fishing-industry-communication-and-engagement






https://www.deq.virginia.gov/coasts/ocean-
management/virginia-ocean-planning/fishing-
offshore-wind

https://www.deq.virginia.gov/coasts/ocean-management/virginia-ocean-planning/fishing-offshore-wind




Can Offshore Wind Development Enhance Fish Habitat? - Cool Green Science (nature.org)
TNC and Inspire Environmental have submitted the idea to Brian Hooker at BOEM – BOEM is interested. This 
could be potentially be done on the research turbines.

https://blog.nature.org/science/science-brief/can-offshore-wind-development-enhance-fish-habitat/




Next Time Avoiding Bird Impacts?

Willet Black-bellied Plover

Satellite tagging could be 
done on large birds to 
collect data on altitude 
and direction during 
migrations 

Whimbrel
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