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FALL OF ROOF/RIB MATERIAL 
FATALITY INVESTIGATION REPORT 

OSAKA MINING CORPORATION 
MINE NO.1 

 
On April 22, 2008, at approximately 8:55 a.m., an underground fall of roof/rib 

material accident occurred at Osaka Mining Corporation, Mine No. 1, Mine Index No. 
14810AA. David Sizemore, roof bolting machine operator, was seriously injured in the 
fall of roof/rib material accident while observing a remote control continuous mining 
machine operating in the face area of the No. 7 entry on the 001 Section. Mr. Sizemore 
was transported by Virginia Med-Flight to the Wellmont Holston Valley Medical Center 
located in Kingsport, Tennessee, where he died from his injuries as a result of the 
accident. Mr. Sizemore, age 61, had approximately 30 years total mining experience 
with two years and three months employment at Osaka Mining Corporation, Mine No. 1. 
The Department of Mines, Minerals and Energy’s Division of Mines (DM) was notified of 
the accident at approximately 9:47 a.m. on April 22, 2008, and a joint investigation with 
the Federal Mine Safety and Health Administration (MSHA) was initiated the same day. 
The last regular inspection of this mine was completed on February 11, 2008. 

 

COMMENTARY 

Osaka Mining Corporation, Mine No. 1 is located approximately four (4) miles 
from Appalachia, Virginia off State Route 685 on Mud Lick Road.  Cumberland 
Resources Corporation is the parent corporation of Osaka Mining Corporation.  This 
underground mine is a one section drift mine developed in the Imboden Coal Seam. 
Only main line development has been conducted by mining personnel since this 
operation began in November 2005.  At the time of the accident, mine seals had been 
recently constructed across the old abandoned Westmoreland Prescott Mine No. 2-
West Panel. Development of the Mud Lick Mains had been completed and the active 
section was developing the seven (7) entries off the 1 North Mains. The mining height 
ranges from 60 to 96 inches. Approximately 1,500 tons of coal are produced on the day 
and third shifts with maintenance and cleanup work performed on the evening shift. This 
operation employs three (3) surface and thirty-eight (38) underground mining personnel 
utilizing remote control continuous mining machines, dual-boom roof bolting machines, 
and shuttle cars to produce coal.  

 
On Tuesday, April 22, 2008, the day shift crew departed the surface to travel 

underground at approximately 6:30 a.m., under the supervision of John Mullins, section 
mine foreman.  Mr. Mullins and the dayshift crew traveled on a diesel-powered mantrip 
to the 001 Section.  The 001 Section is located on the 1 North Mains, approximately 
13,100 feet from the surface.  The dayshift crew, consisting of 10 personnel, arrived on 
the working section at approximately 7:00 a.m.  Upon their arrival on the working 
section, the crew dispersed to their assigned jobs as directed by Mr. Mullins, section 
mine foreman.  One (1) Joy continuous mining machine and one (1) Fletcher dual-boom 
roof bolting machine are located on the left and right sides, respectively, on the working 
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section.  Ronald Turner, third shift section mine foreman, had conducted a preshift 
examination of the 001 Section.  The preshift examination results were reported by Mr. 
Turner to surface personnel and he verified that he had not observed any hazardous 
conditions during the preshift examination.  Mr. Turner stated that while conducting the 
preshift examination, he did not observe any unusual roof conditions where the accident 
occurred later in the No. 7 entry. 

 
Upon arrival of the crew on the working section, Mr. Mullins, the section mine 

foreman, traveled to the No. 1 entry and proceeded to make an onshift examination of 
the working section.  He concluded his onshift examination in the No. 7 entry.  Mr. 
Mullins stated that he did not observe any unusual roof conditions across the working 
section as he was conducting the onshift examination.  Christopher Huff, the regular 
right side roof bolting machine operator, and Mr. Sizemore, who was filling in as a 
bolting machine operator for this shift, traveled to the right side bolting machine and 
finished bolting the No. 5 entry right crosscut.  Jerry Dorton, the regular roof bolting 
machine operator on the right side machine, was off work on this day.  Mr. Sizemore, 
normally assigned as the day shift outby LO-Trac operator, was filling in for Mr. Dorton.  
Mr. Sizemore had eleven years (11) and two (2) months experience as a roof bolting 
machine operator for Cumberland Resources Corporation at different mining operations. 

  
Prior to his employment with Cumberland Resources Corporation, Mr. Sizemore 

had approximately 19 years underground mining experience with Westmoreland Coal 
Company, most of which included operating roof bolting machines. 

 
Mr. Huff and Mr. Sizemore began their work shift by installing permanent roof 

supports in the No. 5 entry-right crosscut.  Mr. Huff and Mr. Sizemore installed two (2) 
rows of six-foot point anchor roof bolts, twelve-foot supplemental cable bolts, and eight-
foot super bolts in the No. 5 entry-right crosscut.  Mr. Huff and Mr. Sizemore then 
moved the roof bolting machine to the last open crosscut between the No. 6 and No. 7 
entries.  

 
The right side Joy 14 CM-15 continuous mining machine was positioned in the 

No. 7 entry, immediately outby the last open crosscut and had been prepared for mining 
in the No. 7 entry face area.  Charles Fields, Jr., section repairman, had been preparing 
the machine for mining in the No. 7 entry by installing ripper head-cutter bits and 
checking the ripper head-water spray system.  While he was servicing the mining 
machine in the general vicinity where the accident occurred in No. 7 entry, Mr. Fields 
stated that he did not observe any unusual roof conditions and did not observe anything 
out of the ordinary while at this location. 

 
 The third-shift production crew had completed mining the No. 2 entry face area.  

Marvin Music, day shift continuous mining machine operator, traveled to the left side 
Joy 14 CM-15 mining machine.  Mr. Music moved the mining machine from the No. 2 
entry to the No. 1 entry and cut the face area.  After completing the cut in the No. 1 
entry face area, Mr. Music then traveled to the No. 7 entry where the right side 
continuous mining machine was located just outby the last open crosscut.  Mr. Music 
moved the right side continuous mining machine into the face area of the No. 7 entry 
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and began producing coal.  At this time, Mr. Huff and Mr. Sizemore were located in the 
last open crosscut between No. 6 and No. 7 entries, near the right side bolting machine.  
After Mr. Music had loaded several cars of coal from the No. 7 entry face area, Mr. Huff 
and Mr. Sizemore departed their location in the last open crosscut at their assigned roof 
bolting machine and walked over to the No. 7 entry where Mr. Music was operating the 
remote control continuous mining machine.  Mr. Huff remained in the No. 7 entry near 
Mr. Music and Mr. Sizemore for approximately five (5) minutes and then traveled back 
to the right side roof bolting machine located in the last open crosscut between No. 6 
and No. 7 entries.  Mr. Sizemore remained in No. 7 entry where Mr. Music was 
operating the continuous mining machine.  At this time, Eric Stallard, utilityman, was 
located in the last open crosscut between No. 6 and No. 7 entries loading roof support 
materials onto the right side roof bolting machine.  Mr. Music had completed the cut in 
the No. 7 entry face area and had trammed the machine back to round off the inby rib 
corner at the junction of the No. 6 right crosscut and the No. 7 entry.  While Mr. Music 
was rounding off the left side-inby rib corner, some roof material fell in the No. 7 entry 
face area.  Mr. Music discontinued rounding off the rib corner and trammed the 
continuous mining machine back into the No. 7 entry face area to clean up the fallen 
rock.  Mr. Music was preparing to load the fallen rock from the No. 7 entry face area into 
a shuttle car operated by Roger McCoy.  Mr. Sizemore was standing near Mr. Music 
when a section of roof/rib rock fell from the right side of the entry striking both Mr. Music 
and Mr. Sizemore.  Mr. McCoy, shuttle car operator, did not actually see the roof/rib 
rock fall but did hear a noise and did observe Mr. Music and Mr. Sizemore lying on the 
mine floor in the vicinity of the fallen rock.   

 
The roof/rib rock pushed Mr. Music down toward the side of the shuttle car.  Mr. 

Music sustained minor injuries to his right shoulder.  The roof/rib rock knocked Mr. 
Sizemore off his feet, while entrapping his legs against the mine floor.  The section of 
rock that struck Mr. Sizemore measured seventy-two (72) inches in length, nineteen 
(19) to thirty-six (36) inches in width and zero (0) to fourteen (14) inches in thickness.  
Mr. Sizemore received serious injuries when the rock material struck him. 

   
Mr. McCoy began calling for help after observing Mr. Music and Mr. Sizemore 

lying on the mine floor.  Mr. Huff, who was located in the last open crosscut between the 
No. 6 and No. 7 entries, heard someone calling for help from the No. 7 entry and he 
immediately also began calling for help.  Mr. Stallard, who also was located in the last 
open crosscut between No. 6 and No. 7 entries at the right side roof bolting machine, 
heard Mr. Huff calling for help and immediately traveled to the accident location in No. 7 
entry. 

 
Mr. Stallard, Mr. Music, and Mr. McCoy began immediately to remove the fallen 

rock from on top of Mr. Sizemore.  Other section crew members were alerted to the 
accident and began arriving to assist in extricating, stabilizing, treating, and preparing 
Mr. Sizemore for transport to the surface.  Mr. Huff immediately traveled across the 
working section to summons Mr. Mullins, section mine foreman, to the accident scene.  
Mr. Mullins traveled immediately to the accident scene to evaluate the situation.  Dennis 
Gibson, an other shuttle car operator who was located at the feeder – belt conveyor 
where the mine telephone is located, saw someone running across the section.  Mr. 



  

- 4 - 

Gibson traveled to the accident location and after observing the situation, returned to 
the mine telephone location at the feeder.  Mr. Gibson called to the surface and 
reported the accident to Hagy Barnett, mine superintendent.  Mr. Gibson instructed Mr. 
Barnett to request rescue squad medical assistance. 

 
After evaluating the accident scene, Mr. Mullins immediately traveled to the mine 

telephone where Mr. Gibson was located.  Mr. Mullins instructed Mr. Gibson to call Mr. 
Barnett and to summons Virginia Med-Flight for medical assistance.  

  
At 8:59 a.m., Mr. Barnett called the emergency number – 911 and requested an 

ambulance and Med-Flight. 
 
When other crew members arrived at the accident location, the fallen rock was 

moved slightly away from Mr. Sizemore to enhance extrication and stabilization efforts 
while the crew continued to provide first aid treatment.  Mr. Music and James Ramey, 
battery scoop operator, were the assigned medical personnel on this shift.  Both men 
have been certified in Advanced First Aid as required by the Coal Mine Safety Laws of 
Virginia.  Mr. Music and Mr. Ramey directed the first aid treatment and stabilization 
efforts of Mr. Sizemore.  Mr. Sizemore was experiencing breathing difficulties but 
remained conscious and responsive while being stabilized on a spineboard at the scene 
of the accident.  Mr. Music, Mr. Ramey, and remaining section crew personnel secured 
Mr. Sizemore on a spineboard on his left side and treated his head injuries with 
dressings and bandages.  Mr. Music and Mr. Ramey verified that Mr. Sizemore was 
conscious and talking coherently but was experiencing severe pain and difficulty in 
breathing.  

 
Mr. Sizemore was loaded onto the section diesel-powered mantrip, which 

departed the working section at approximately 9:28 a.m. enroute to the surface.  Mr. 
Music, Mr. Ramey, and three (3) other crew members boarded the mantrip and assisted 
with stabilizing and transporting Mr. Sizemore to the surface. 

 
Section personnel arrived on the surface with Mr. Sizemore at approximately 

9:54 a.m.  Members of the Appalachia Rescue Squad and Med-Flight medical staff 
were present when mine personnel arrived on the surface with Mr. Sizemore.  Mr. 
Sizemore was conscious, responsive, and talking coherently upon his arrival on the 
surface at approximately 9:54 a.m.  Medical personnel affiliated with Med-Flight and the 
Appalachia Rescue Squad examined and prepared Mr. Sizemore for transportation.  
The Appalachia Rescue Squad and Med-Flight medical personnel departed the mine at 
10:22 a.m. and transported Mr. Sizemore by ambulance to the Wellmont Lonesome 
Pine Hospital helicopter pad.  Upon arrival at the Wellmont Lonesome Pine Hospital at 
10:33 a.m., Mr. Sizemore was transferred from the ambulance to the Med-Flight 
helicopter and transported directly to Wellmont Holston Valley Medical Center located in 
Kingsport, Tennessee. 

 
At approximately 10:54 a.m., the Med-Flight helicopter, with Mr. Sizemore, 

arrived at the Wellmont Holston Valley Medical Center.    At 11:15 a.m., Mr. Sizemore 
was pronounced dead from his injuries. 
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STATEMENTS FROM MINE PERSONNEL AND OTHER FACTORS 

Statements from mine personnel interviews and other factors determined during the 
investigation revealed the following: 

 
1. There were two (2) eye witnesses to the accident. Marvin Music, continuous 

mining machine operator, and Roger McCoy, shuttle car operator, were operating 
their respective equipment in the immediate accident area. 

 
2. Mr. Music and Mr. Ramey, battery scoop operator, were the assigned medical 

personnel on this shift and certified in Advanced First Aid as required by the Coal 
Mine Safety Laws of Virginia.  Mr. Music and Mr. Ramey were responsible for 
directing the first aid treatment and stabilization of Mr. Sizemore. 

 
3. The following includes statements of mining personnel and events that occurred 

on April 21 - 22, 2008, that were factors before and during the accident: 
 

• Jerry Long and Derrick Collins, right side roof bolting machine operators, 
stated that they installed permanent and supplemental roof supports in the 
No. 7 entry at the accident location.  These permanent and supplemental 
roof supports were installed on the third-shift on April 21 – 22, 2008.  Mr. 
Long and Mr. Collins also stated that they did not observe any unusual 
roof conditions as they were installing permanent and supplemental roof 
supports in the accident area. 

 
• Ronald Turner, third shift section mine foreman, stated that he conducted 

a preshift examination of the 001 Section on April 22, 2008.  Mr. Turner 
stated that he conducted a thorough, visual roof examination of the No. 7 
entry where the accident occurred.  Furthermore, he stated that during this 
examination, he did not observe any hazardous or unusual roof 
conditions. 

 
• John Mullins, day shift section mine foreman, stated that he conducted an 

onshift examination of the working section immediately after his arrival on 
the section.  Mr. Mullins stated that while conducting the onshift 
examination of the working section, he did not observe any hazardous or 
unusual roof conditions, including where the accident occurred in No. 7 
entry.  Mr. Mullins stated that while conducting an onshift examination, he 
routinely observes, evaluates, and identifies areas where additional roof 
supports may need to be installed.  Mr. Mullins also stated that he was 
located in the No. 4 entry at the time of the accident.   

 
• Marvin Music, continuous mining machine operator, stated he moved the 

right side continuous mining machine into position and began producing 
coal from the face area of No. 7 entry.  Mr. Music stated that Mr. Sizemore 
and Mr. Huff came to his location in No. 7 entry as he was loading shuttle 
cars.  Mr. Music stated that Mr. Sizemore stayed with him during the entire 
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time that he was cutting the No. 7 entry face area.  Mr. Music stated that 
he had completed cutting the face area and had trammed the machine 
back to round off the No. 6 to No. 7 crosscut, inby rib corner.  As Mr. 
Music was rounding off the corner, some rock fell in the face area of the 
No. 7 entry.  Mr. Music stated that he trammed the machine back into the 
No. 7 entry face area and was making preparations to load the fallen rock 
from the face area.  Mr. Music stated, at this time, the roof/rib rock fell, 
striking both him and Mr. Sizemore.  Mr. Music stated that after retrieving 
his hard hat and cap light, he observed Mr. Sizemore with his legs 
entrapped by the roof/rib rock.  Mr. Music stated that he assisted Mr. 
McCoy and Mr. Eric Stallard in removing the roof/rib rock from on top of 
Mr. Sizemore.  Mr. Music, certified in Advanced First Aid, initiated first aid 
treatment on Mr. Sizemore. 

 
• Roger McCoy, shuttle car operator, stated that Mr. Music had trammed the 

continuous mining machine back into the face area of No. 7 entry and was 
making preparations to load the fallen rock from the face area when the 
accident occurred.  Mr. McCoy stated that he did not actually see the 
roof/rib rock fall but he did hear a noise and observed Mr. Music and Mr. 
Sizemore lying on the mine floor in the immediate area of the fallen 
roof/rib rock.  Mr. McCoy stated that he assisted Mr. Music and Mr. 
Stallard in removing the roof/rib rock from on top of Mr. Sizemore’s legs 
and assisted Mr. Music in providing first aid treatment to Mr. Sizemore. 

 
• James Ramey, battery scoop operator, stated that he performed 

ventilation work in the No. 7 entry where the accident occurred at the 
beginning of his shift on April 22, 2008.  Mr. Ramey prepared the 
ventilation curtain for the No. 7 entry face area to be cut with the 
continuous mining machine.  Mr. Ramey stated that he performed this 
ventilation work along the roof/rib rock that fell resulting in the accident 
and did not observe any unusual roof conditions while at this location.  Mr. 
Ramey, certified in Advanced First Aid, assisted the crew in administering 
first aid treatment to Mr. Sizemore. 

 
• Christopher Huff, right side roof bolting machine operator, stated that he 

and Mr. Sizemore had parked their assigned machine in the last open 
crosscut between No. 6 and No. 7 entries as the continuous miner crew 
was cutting the No. 7 entry face area.  Mr. Huff stated that he and Mr. 
Sizemore walked over to Mr. Music’s location as he was cutting the face 
area.  Mr. Huff departed the location of Mr. Music and Mr. Sizemore after 
a few minutes and traveled back to the right side roof bolting machine 
located in the last open crosscut between No. 6 and No. 7 entries.  Mr. 
Huff stated that he heard someone calling for help from the No. 7 entry 
area and that he began calling for help and immediately traveled across 
the section to notify Mr. Mullins, section mine foreman.  Mr. Huff stated 
that he traveled on to the accident location in No. 7 entry to assist other 
crew members in extricating, stabilizing, and treating Mr. Sizemore. 
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• Eric Stallard, utilityman, stated that he was located in the last open 

crosscut between No. 6 and No. 7 entries when he heard Mr.  Huff call for 
help.  Mr. Stallard stated that he traveled immediately to the No. 7 entry 
and assisted Mr. Music and Mr. McCoy with removing the fallen roof/rib 
rock from on top of Mr. Sizemore. 

 
• Dennis Gibson, shuttle car operator, stated that he was located at the 

feeder – belt conveyor area at the time of the accident.  Mr. Gibson stated 
that he reported the accident to Hagy Barnett, mine superintendent, 
located on the surface.  Mr. Gibson stated that he called Mr. Barnett and 
requested rescue squad and Med-Flight medical assistance for Mr. 
Sizemore. 

 
• Charles Fields, Jr., section repairman, stated that he performed 

maintenance – service work on the continuous mining machine located on 
the right side of the section at the beginning of this shift.  Mr. Fields stated 
that while performing this maintenance work in No. 7 entry at the general 
area where the accident occurred, he did not observe any abnormal or 
unusual roof conditions.  Mr. Fields also stated that he observed Mr. 
Mullins, section mine foreman, conducting an onshift examination in the 
No. 7 entry as he was performing maintenance- service work on the 
continuous mining machine at the beginning of the shift. 
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PHYSICAL FACTORS 

The investigation of physical factors revealed the following: 
 
1. The fall of roof/rib material accident occurred on April 22, 2008, at approximately 

8:55 a.m. The accident occurred on the 1 North Mains – 001 Section, in the No. 7 
entry just inby the last open crosscut -100 feet inby survey station No. 597.  

 
2. The roof and rib material that fell was approximately 17.5 feet outby the last row 

of permanently installed roof supports.  The roof and rib material that fell was 
approximately 72 inches in length, 36 inches in width on the wide end and 
tapered to 19 inches on the narrow end and, was zero to fourteen inches in 
thickness. The roof/rib rock material weighed approximately 790 pounds. 

 
3. The roof/rib rock that fell causing the accident consisted of laminated sandstone 

with inherent coal streaks.  The roof/rib rock that fell consisted of approximately 
24 inches of material lying across the mine roof and approximately 18 inches 
lying on the right rib.  The immediate mine roof is composed of inconsistent 
sandstone and shale. 

 
4. Statements from two certified mine foremen and four (4) other mining personnel 

that examined and/or traveled in the No. 7 entry at and near the accident location 
prior to the accident revealed they did not observe or detect any unusual or 
abnormal roof conditions in the area. 

 
5. Two (2) units of equipment were in operation in the immediate area where the 

accident occurred: Joy continuous mining machine – serial No. JM6064 and a 
Joy shuttle car – serial No. ET15895. 

 
6. The average mining height in No. 7 entry was 84 inches.  The coal height 

averaged 60 inches.  Approximately 18 to 24 inches of laminated sandstone 
material above the coal seam had been cut down with the continuous mining 
machine in the No. 7 entry. 

 
7. The segment of roof rock that fell causing the accident was partially secured on 

each end with square tin draw rock shields. The square tin draw rock shields are 
18 inches by 18 inches. 

 
8. The side of the segment of the roof rock that fell had been supported with a point 

anchor tension rebar roof bolt, six (6) feet in length.  The point anchor tension 
rebar roof bolt had been installed near the edge of the roof rock but did not 
appear to have been installed through the rock.  An eight (8) inch by eight (8) 
inch bearing plate with a square tin draw rock shield had been installed with the 
roof bolt and appeared to be holding approximately eight inches underneath the 
center edge of the roof rock that fell.  The point anchor tension rebar roof bolt, 
bearing plate, and draw rock shield had been installed approximately 18 inches 
from the right rib. 
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9. The point anchor tension rebar roof bolt that was holding the roof rock that fell had 
broken just above the threads of the bolt.   

 
10. The mine roof in No. 7 entry was fully supported with point anchor tension rebar roof 

bolts, six (6) feet in length in a six (6) bolt-wide pattern and supplemented with cable 
rope bolts, twelve (12) feet in length and tensioned super bolts, eight (8) feet in 
length. 

 
11. The roof/rib rock that struck Mr. Sizemore caused injuries mainly to his head and 

chest.  Mr. Music was also struck by the roof/rib rock, which knocked him to the mine 
floor causing slight injuries to his right shoulder. 

 
12. The preshift examination record book for the dayshift on April 22, 2008, did not 

reveal any hazardous roof conditions observed on the 001 Section, including where 
the accident occurred in the No. 7 entry. 

 
13. John Mullins, section mine foreman, conducted an onshift examination of the 001 

Section, including the No. 7 entry where the accident occurred and did not observe 
any unusual or abnormal roof conditions. 

 
14. Mining personnel, including two (2) employees certified in Advanced First Aid, 

provided first aid treatment to Mr. Sizemore at the scene of the accident and 
provided stabilization during transportation to the surface. 

 
15. Mr. Sizemore was responsive, conscious, and talking coherently while at the scene 

of the accident, during transport to the surface, and prior to being transferred to Med 
– Flight and Appalachia rescue squad medical personnel. 

 
16. Mr. Sizemore was transported by an Appalachia rescue squad ambulance to the 

Wellmont Lonesome Pine Hospital helicopter pad.  Mr. Sizemore was transported 
directly from the Wellmont Lonesome Pine Hospital helicopter pad to Wellmont 
Holston Valley Medical Center located in Kingsport, Tennessee. 

 
17. The roof support materials involved in the accident were sent to the Mine Safety and 

Health Administration (MSHA) Approval and Certification Center for examination and 
testing.  These roof support materials consisted of the pattern roof bolt which broke, 
the roof bolt plate, and the square tin draw rock shield.  Also, representative samples 
of other roof support materials to be installed which were located on the roof bolting 
machine were forwarded to the MSHA testing center located in Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania, for testing.  The MSHA Approval and Certification Center also 
retained the metallurgical testing laboratory of Matco Associates, Inc. of Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania to assist with the examinations and testing of the materials. 

 
18. Based on the physical evidence from the examination and testing results by MSHA’s 

Approval and Certification Center and Matco Laboratories, it was concluded the 
most likely explanation of the bolt failure mechanism involved a notch defect, due in 
part to bending of the bolt that may have been introduced during installation of the 
bolt. 
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CONCLUSION 

On April 22, 2008, at approximately 8:55 a.m., an underground fall of roof/rib 
material accident occurred at Osaka Mining Corporation, Mine No. 1.  David Sizemore, 
roof bolting machine operator, was seriously injured in a fall of roof/rib material while 
observing a remote control continuous mining machine operating in the face area of the 
No. 7 entry on the 001 Section.  Mr. Sizemore received serious head and chest injuries 
when he was struck by a piece of rock that fell from the roof and right rib.  Marvin Music, 
continuous mining machine operator, was also struck by the roof/rib rock and received 
minor injuries to his right shoulder.   

 
The investigation revealed that a point anchor tension rebar roof bolt, six (6) feet 

in length, that had secured one side of the roof rock had broken just above the bolt 
threads.  The roof support materials involved in the accident were sent to the Mine 
Safety and Health Administration (MSHA) Approval and Certification Center for 
examination and testing as part of the MSHA investigation. These roof support materials 
consisted of the pattern roof bolt which broke, the roof plate, and the square tin draw 
rock shield. Also, representative samples of other roof support materials to be installed 
which were located on the roof bolting machine were forwarded to the MSHA testing 
center located in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, for testing. The MSHA Approval and 
Certification Center also retained the metallurgical testing laboratory of Matco 
Associates, Inc. of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, to assist with the examinations and testing 
of the materials.  
 

The conclusions from these examinations and testing revealed the following: 
 

1.) The bolts from the lot tested met the applicable ASTM standard (ASTM F432-     
     95). 
 
2.) A complete review of the American Society for Testing Materials standard 

should be undertaken to address improvements in the specifications, which 
will improve the fracture toughness properties of the steel used in the 
manufacture of mine roof bolts. 

 
3.) Matco Associates, Inc. concluded that a large notch defect was introduced     
     during installation of  the broke bolt; that the defect resulted from bending due    

to uneven roof conditions and further bolt tightening increased the crack size. 
Matco, Inc. concluded this to be the most likely explanation of the bolt failure              
mechanism based on the physical evidence.    

 
The investigation revealed that two (2) certified mine foremen and four (4) other 

mining personnel had either examined or traveled through the accident area prior to the 
accident and none had observed any unusual or abnormal roof conditions.  The 
investigation revealed that Mr. Sizemore was responsive, conscious, and talking 
coherently upon his arrival on the surface and before first aid care was transferred to 
medical personnel affiliated with the Med-Flight and the Appalachia Rescue Squad.  Mr. 
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Sizemore died from his injuries at 11:15 a.m. on April 22, 2008, at Wellmont Holston 
Valley Medical Center located in Kingsport, Tennessee. 
           
     See the attached addendum from this report—(Summary of August 26, 2008, 
Meeting with Matco Laboratory) 
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ENFORCEMENT ACTION 

The following enforcement action was taken as a result of this investigation: 
 
An Order of Closure, No. MRM0004390, was issued under 45.1-161.91A(ii), of 

the Coal Mine Safety Laws of Virginia, on the 001 Active Section to preserve the scene 
of the accident pending an investigation. The order of closure was modified to allow only 
work necessary to preserve or maintain the mine. 

 
The order of closure No. MRM0004390 was modified on April 23, 2008, to allow 

the company to conduct preshift examinations of the 001 active section and for 
company officials to remove the Joy 10-SC shuttle car and Joy continuous mining 
machine from the face area of the No. 7 entry and to allow the installation of permanent 
roof supports in unsupported cuts, except for the No. 7 entry face area. 

 
The Order of Closure No. MRM0004390 was corrected on April 24, 2008.  The 

accident investigation on the 001 Active Section was completed.  
  
The 001 Active Section was allowed to return to normal mining operations 

pending completion of training of all mining personnel on the approved Roof Control 
Plan.  The approved Roof Control Plan for the mine was revised on April 29, 2008, by 
Division of Mines (DM) and Mine Safety and Health Administration (MSHA) officials.  
Training of all mining personnel on revisions of the approved Roof Control Plan was 
conducted on April 29 – 30, 2008. 

 
Notice of Violation No. MRM 0004389 was issued on May 16, 2008, under 45.1-

161.202(E), of the Coal Mine Safety Laws of Virginia for failure of the mine operator to 
comply with the Emergency Response Plan, Section I (No. 2).  The DM was not 
contacted promptly (within fifteen minutes) after it had been determined that an 
accident, as defined by the Coal Mine Safety Laws of Virginia, Section 45.1-161.8, had 
occurred. 

 
There were three (3) other violations issued as a result of personnel interviews 

and a spot inspection of the 001 Section which did not contribute to the accident. 
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RECOMMENDATIONS 

1. Spherical washers should be provided for roof bolts installed on pattern to 
compensate for the degree of angles in bolt installations. 

 
2. All miners should receive regular training on the approved roof control plan and 

roof control safety issues. 
 

3. Thorough roof/rib examinations and evaluations should be conducted by all 
affected mining personnel at all times and especially when the mine roof 
encounters transition zones, high angled slips, and fractured roof. 

4. Exposure of miners in the dynamic areas of operation of the continuous mining 
machine should be limited to the extent possible. 

 
5.  Due to the findings from the MSHA Approval and Certification Center and Matco, 

Inc. involving the most likely explanation of the bolt mechanism failure, a 
complete review of the American Society for Testing Materials (ASTM) standard 
should be taken to address improvements in the specifications which will improve 
the fracture toughness properties of the steel used in the manufacture of mine 
roof bolts. 
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SIGNATURE SHEET 
 
 
 
This report is hereby submitted by Randy Moore and approved by Frank A. Linkous. 
 
 
 
Randy Moore, Coal Mine Inspector                                            Date 
 
 
 
Frank A. Linkous, Chief                                                               Date 
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VICTIM DATA SHEET 
 
 
Name:                                                     David Sizemore 
Occupation:                                             Roof Bolting Machine Operator 
Mailing Address:        Rt. 2 Box 383 
                                                                 Big Stone Gap, Virginia 24219 
Date of Birth:         October 4, 1946 
Total Mining Experience:       Approximately 30 years 
Experience with Present Company:         Eleven years and two months 
Employment at Present Operation: Two years and three months 
Certification History:             Underground Electrical Repairman 
      Underground General Coal Miner 
      Gas Detection 
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PERSONNEL 
 
     The following personnel provided information and/or were present during the 
investigation: 
 

OSAKA MINING CORPORATION 
 

Hagy Barnett    Superintendent 
Kenneth Ronald Turner  Section Mine Foreman – Third Shift 
John Mullins    Section Mine Foreman – Day Shift 
Marvin Music    Continuous Mining Machine Operator 
Roger McCoy   Shuttle Car Operator 
Dennis Gibson   Shuttle Car Operator 
Christopher Huff   Roof Bolting Machine Operator  
Curtis Fleenor   Roof Bolting Machine Operator  
Walter Gibson   Roof Bolting Machine Operator  
Edward Dorton   Roof Bolting Machine Operator  
Jerry Long    Roof Bolting Machine Operator – Third Shift 
Derrick Collins   Roof Bolting Machine Operator – Third Shift 
Eric Stallard    Utilityman 
Charles Fields, Jr.   Section Repairman 
James Ramey II   Battery Scoop Operator 
 
 

CUMBERLAND RESOURCES CORPORATION 
 
Rick Craig    Vice President of Operations 
Tom Asbury    Safety Director 
Larry Coeburn   Safety Analyst 
Forrest Lambert   Safety Analyst 
 
 
 

COUNSEL FOR CUMBERLAND RESOURCES CORPORATION 
 

Marko Rajkovich   Rajkovich, Williams, Kilpatrick & True, PLLC 
Stephen Hodges   Stuart Penn Eskridge, Inc. (Penn Stuart) 
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MINE SAFETY AND HEALTH ADMINISTRATION 
  
Ray McKinney   District Manager, District 5 
Nick Rasnick                        Assistant District Manager, Inspection Division 
Hagel Campbell   Coal Mine Safety &Health Inspector (Ventilation) 
Russell Dresch   Electrical Engineer 
Ben Harding    Conference Litigation Representative 
David Smith    Coal Mine Safety &Health Inspector (Roof Control) 
Johnny Turner   Coal Mine Safety &Health Inspector (Roof Control) 
Fred Martin    Educational Field Services Specialist 
 
 

VIRGINIA DIVISION OF MINES 
 

Frank Linkous     Chief, Division of Mines 
Carroll Green                                Mine Inspector Supervisor 
John Thomas   Mine Inspector Supervisor 
Gary Cutting    Coal Mine Technical Specialist 
Randy Moore   Coal Mine Inspector 
Sammy Fleming   Coal Mine Inspector 
Hershiel Hayden Jr.   Coal Mine Inspector 
Jerry Scott              Coal Mine Inspector 
Mike Willis    Mine Safety Engineer 
 

 

MINE LICENSE INFORMATION 
 

Official Corporation               Osaka Mining Corporation                              
Official Business Name of Operator  Osaka Mining Corporation                                            
Person with Overall Responsibility         Hagy E. Barnett                                          
Person in Charge of Health and Safety    Hagy E. Barnett 
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ADDENDUM #1 
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